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A Note from the Founders
Along with being our most productive year yet, 2019
was a whirlwind of quality networking, infrastructure
building, learning, and future opportunities opening
up for Jah Works and our mission.
A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to all of our supporters
and the whole Jah Works family, for keeping the
momentum going. We are so unbelievably grateful for
the opportunity to be a part of something so much
bigger than ourselves, and excited to see what’s next,
with YOUR help, in 2020 and beyond!

One Love, Y’all,
Brandon Ward, T.J. Smoot and Megan Smoot

Our Mission and History
We partner with communities to improve their
sustainability by enabling better access to clean
water, healthy food, relevant education and
equitable job opportunities.

When T.J. and Megan first visited rural Jamaica in the
early 2000’s, they experienced an unmatched
hospitality and the abundant drive of the people of
Bluefields towards sustainability. This inspired a
partnership with the community to walk alongside them
in reaching their goals of “Education, Jobs and Food for
All and Protection of Natural Resources”.
After incubating within their home church, and adding
Brandon to the founding team along the way,
Jah Works, Inc. grew to become a 501c3 nonprofit
organization in 2017.

Access to clean water is life-changing.
Contaminated water brings illness, creating challenges for children
to be well and attend school. Lack of access to water means time
spent to gather and carry it from a local (often contaminated)
source, limiting the time available to spend on other activities, like
employment or homework. Creating better access to clean water
gets to the root of many sustainability issues within communities.

Program Stats: 2013-2019
Our clean water program serves those with the most need – those
who are elderly, disabled, single mothers and children – by installing
filtered, rainwater catchment systems at their homes.
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2019 Field Notes:
Clean Water Program
Bluefields Basic School Rainwater Catchment System Upgrade
- Beneficiaries: 60 students aged 3-5, and their teachers
- Retrofitted existing 2,500 gallon system, adding 200 gallons of
potable water, using solar-powered pump, UV filtration and
ozone bubbler filtration.
Filtered Rainwater Catchment System Installations
- Beneficiaries: Nine families (24 adults, 22 children)
- Nine new systems installed residentially; maintenance needs
on existing systems catalogued.
WASH (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene) Prototype
- Beneficiaries: A senior citizen and her family
- Continued monitoring the resiliency of a combination indoor

bathroom (shower, sink, toilet), septic system, filtered rainwatercatchment system, and solar-powered pump, installed in 2017.

2019 Field Notes:
Other Programs
Artisan Support Program
- Beneficiaries: An artist, a carver, beekeepers, coffee farmers
and produce farmers.
- Purchased goods at a fair price from Jamaican makers to
resell and fund future clean water projects.
- An added benefit is that those within our own communities
who purchase these goods get to experience a piece of the
Jamaican culture, and give back at the same time by funding
our programs.
Immersive Travel Program
- Beneficiaries: Sixteen American travelers and numerous
Bluefields-based entrepreneurs.
- Hosted two teams of travelers to experience a brief cultural
immersion and to participate in the installation of rainwater
catchment systems, while creating multiple travel-sector job
opportunities within the Bluefields locale.

RainHarvest Systems: Cumming, GA
www.rainharvest.com

Provided knowledge and expertise on harvesting
rainwater, along with innovative methods to improve
the cleanliness of water from our systems.

Our Partner Organizations
Too many to mention provide their time,
support, knowledge, and funding in support
of our mission, and these partners are
critical to the success of our programs.

Wolde Kristos: Bluefields, Jamaica
Community Partner & Co-Chair, BPCA
The Bluefields People's Community Association
(BPCA) is a not-for-profit grassroots organization that
sprang up in the late 1980s. The organization, which
has received much international recognition,
promotes sustainable social and economic
development for the people of Bluefields and
surrounding communities by fostering small business
and agricultural development programs.

Wolde and the Board of the BPCA help identify the
beneficiaries of our programs, ensure excellent
support for our travel teams and work alongside us to
install and maintain rainwater catchment systems.

Project Re3: Kernersville, NC
www.projectre3.org

Provided funding to build two rainwater catchment
systems, and sent a travel immersion team, creating
eco-tourism jobs in the Bluefields area.

Jake’s Billiards: Greensboro, NC

www.facebook.com/Jakespubandbilliards/

Sponsored a fourth annual fundraiser event, providing
funds to build six rainwater catchment systems and
raising awareness of our mission.

Elite Hair Design: Kernersville, NC
www.vagaro.com/elitehairdesign

Sponsored a second annual cut-a-thon fundraiser
event, providing funds to build three rainwater
catchment systems and raising awareness of our mission.

Little Brother Brewing: Greensboro, NC
www.littlebrotherbrew.com

Sponsored a second annual street festival fundraiser
event, providing funds to build one rainwater
catchment system and raising awareness of our mission.

Our Supporters
Along with our partner organizations, many individuals contribute
their time and talents to help achieve our mission. Although we don’t
have the space to list them all, we thank each and every person
who has contributed!
•

Our Donors – for every $1 donated, 1 gallon of clean water can
be provided to a person in need. Over 8000 gallons of water
were provided through individual’s donations.

•

Our Event Volunteers – each fundraising event requires multiple
people to give their time and energy.

•

Our Online Fundraising Hosts – it’s easier than ever to host a
fundraiser for us via social media; and in 2019 our online hosts
raised enough to supply over 1,300 gallons of clean water!

•

Our Travelers – those who join us in Jamaica to give back,
donated their time to work to make a difference.
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2020 Goals
We want to address the existing applications we have already
received from potential beneficiaries, continue improving our
clean water program, and build our community of support.
•

Install 19 already-funded rainwater catchment systems and fully
fund an additional 22 rainwater catchment systems.

•

Complete maintenance and/or filtration upgrades on existing
systems, where needed.

•

Launch a pilot program to create job opportunities for people of
Bluefields to install and maintain rainwater catchment systems
within their community.

•

Focus on fulfilling the “relevant education” part of our mission by
providing scholarships to those in need.

•

Gather support from and build connections within our own
communities, online and in-person.

We had a great year of sustaining, connecting and giving back,
within our community and beyond. Here’s how you can join us in 2020:
Become a Monthly Sponsor

Host a Fundraiser

Click here to give the gift of clean water! Just $10/mo

Whether it’s online, or in person, anyone can contribute

for a year brings over 100 gallons of clean water, for life,

their time to host a fundraiser. Contact us with any

to someone in need.

questions about getting started.

Build a Virtual Rainwater Catchment System

Volunteer – Anywhere!

Click here to visit our online store and help us build

Whether you give back with us or with another nonprofit

systems, one filter or tank at a time.

making a difference in your community; there’s nothing
better than donating your time to others.

Stay Connected
Visit our website, follow us on social or join our email list

Corporate Matching

to get project updates, learn about travel and

Double your donations by submitting a corporate

volunteer opportunities, hear about fundraising events in

donation matching form through your employer.

your area, and more.

